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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 7/11/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. The Applicant's arguments regarding the U.S. Patent Publication 2002./01 76583 
to Buttiker disclosing only registering of new users and not of modifying validity of 
certificates registered users is not persuasive. As Buttiker discloses the validation 
of certificates see Par.0014 and further the user having the ability of validate the 
certificate see Par. 0017. And additionally, Buttiker discloses the maintaining a 
directory containing revoked certificates see Par. 0047(i.e. lacking validity). And 
even further, Buttiker discloses the access to the functions of token containing 
certificates, i.e. invalidating/revoking the token/certificates) see Par. 0062. 



3. And further the applicant's arguments regarding the prior art is related to 
registering of new users and not of modifying validity of certificate. In syntex 
(U.S.A.) LLC V. Apotex Inc., 74 USPQ2d 1823 (CA FC 2005), "Prior art reference 
teaches away from claimed invention if it suggests that developments flowing 
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from its disclosures are unlikely to produce objective of invention, and wliat 
reference teaches person of ordinary skill in art is not limited to what reference 
specifically 'talks about' or what is specifically 'mentioned' or 'written' in 
reference'..." 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Publication 2002/0176583 A1 to Buttiker. 

6. Regarding Claim 1 , Buttiker discloses the modifying the validity of a certificate 
using biometric information in PKI system using a server of CA(see Fig. 1 & Par. 
0047 where he discloses handling, validating, and revoking) with login 
information in response to request from user see Par. 0062 & Fig.1 item 57; 
inputting biometric information through a biometric unit see Fig.1 item 1; 
generating a certificate validity modification message in response to the request 
and the inputted biometric information and message to CA to modify the 
certificate validity see Par. 0054. 
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7. Regarding Claim 2, Buttiker discloses the inputted information and the request 
message being encrypted see Par. 0055-0056 & Par. 0062. 

8. Regarding Claim 3, Buttiker discloses the modifying validity of a certificate using 
biometric information in a public key infrastructure including a registration 
authority for issuing certificates (see Fig. 1 & Par. 0047 where he discloses 
handling, validating, and revoking) after a receiving a message and login 
information requesting a user that is connected to the system thorough the 
Internet for modification see Fig. 2 item 200 & Fig. 1 item 57; determining 
whether the received information is the same as the biometric information in 
storage see Par. 0040 & Par. 0063-0065; modifying the validity of certificate and 
sending the acknowledgement of the change see Par. 0047 & Par 0065 & Par. 
0047. 

9. Regarding Claim 4, Buttiker discloses the checking of integrity of request 
message see Par. 0054-0055. 

10. Regarding Claim 5, Buttiker discloses the sending of an error message upon 
failure of user authentication see Par. 0054. 
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1 1 . Regarding Claim 6, Buttiker discloses the revoking, suspending and recovering 
of certificates see Par. 0047(suspending and recovering is implicitly suggested 
where Buttiker discusses handling and certificate management). 

12. Regarding Claim 7, Buttiker discloses the database storing biometric information 
of user registered as a member see Par. 0054 & Par. 0062. 

13. Regarding Claim 8 and 12, Buttiker discloses the biometric information being 
input by the user by a input unit see Fig. 1 item 31. 

14. Regarding Claim 9-1 1 and 13-15, Buttiker discloses the fingerprint and other 
biometric data being inputted see Fig. 1 item 31 and 1 . 

Conclusion 

I 1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Venkat Perungavoor whose telephone number is 
571-272-7213. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571 -272-3799. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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16. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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